
 

 

 

A Family Guide to Hybrid Learning at 

Mountain Middle School  

Our Vision: 
To be a distinguished educational community leader that empowers students to own their 

future. 
 

Our Mission: 
Within a safe and supportive culture, Mountain Middle School integrates technology and 
project-based learning into a rigorous curriculum that prepares students to achieve their 

highest academic and social potential. 
 

Completed by our Return to School Committee in preparation for the 2020/21 school year. 
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Dear Mountain Middle School Families,  

This guide provides Mountain Middle School families with resources to ensure a smooth transition to 

our Hybrid Learning Instructional Model that we will utilize to begin the 2020 school year safely. It 
is our intent for all Mountain students to be provided continuity of instruction that honors a 

commitment to academic engagement and a sense of belonging within our community. Mountain 

Middle School is committed to a project-based learning process. We believe that quality learning can 

happen everywhere and anytime, learning is personalized and students own their learning, and 

learning is focused on how to critically think and problem solve. Our Return to School Committee 

would like to thank you for participating in our stakeholder survey. This data from our parents, staff, 

and board members guided our decision-making process along with the scientific data and 

recommendations from CDE, San Juan Basin Health, CDC, and the CDPHE. This collaborative process 

provided our committee with data to help us educate our students in the safest way possible. We all 

hope we can return to 100% in-person learning as soon as possible when La Plata County moves to the 

“Protect our Neighbors” phase. Here is the data from our survey: 

Questions: 

❏ Traditional "In-Person" Learning Model currently only available for 4th and 5th grades per CDE 

guidelines (the school year starts with all 4th and 5th-grade students learning five days per 

week together at school making social distancing difficult to accomplish) 

❏ Blended Learning Model currently available for grades 6-8 per CDE guidelines, MMS could offer 

this to all grades 4th-8th (the school year starts with all students working toward 6-ft. social 

distancing in classrooms while learning two days per week in smaller cohorts at school & at 

home doing remote learning the rest of the week) 

❏ Remote Learning Model (the school year starts with students learning from home until the 

virus numbers go down - this model is available for students in all grades and students 

selecting this model will retain their seat at MMS) 
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Questions:  

❏ Masks should be mandatory for all students and staff while inside the building, including those 

under age 11. (currently mandatory for all staff and all students 11 and older per the 

Governor's executive order) 

❏ All exhibitions and large events should be canceled or done virtually until the virus numbers 

go down. 

❏ Catered lunches should be available for students to purchase. 

Colorado Department of Education school reopening guidelines for "Safer at 

Home" phase updated July 20, 2020 

 

Colorado is currently in a "Safer at Home" phase which is a partial reopening of schools, around 

25-50% with capacity caps, to give public health and health care systems the ability to scale their 

testing, tracing, and treatment capabilities. Small gatherings are okay, but large gatherings are 

prohibited. Click to read the Colorado Department of Education’s most recent guidelines for 

reopening schools 
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We see this as an opportunity to reimagine education 

Across the country, the COVID-19 crisis has uncovered examples of rigorous learning taking place at 

home, online, and during “non-school” hours. It has revealed the possibilities of technology to support 

Project Based Learning instruction in much more creative ways. The crisis has also placed a premium on a 

“learn everywhere and anytime” principle. We see this as a real opportunity to create ways to advance this 

principle and help reimagine education. We have a chance to imagine a better way – a way more aligned 

with a changing world and workplace. Strength is the product of struggle - it pushes us out of our comfort 

zone to find better ways. For ten years, Mountain Middle School’s framework as a small school by design has 

demonstrated consistent high achievement and growth because of the personalization and a sense of 

belonging small schools can provide. Our approach on rigor is for our students to go deeper, not to cover 

more, and to demonstrate mastery by teaching back what they have learned in a performance-based 

assessment structure. Mountain has leveraged the power of small student cohorts for a decade and our staff 

understands how to inspire students with meaningful projects. Our approach of empowering students to own 

their learning and behavior has accelerated the development of student agency setting them up to own their 

future. Our co-teaching model, and our focus on inclusion continues to promote equity and excellence for 

all students. Our interventionists, counselor, nurse and teacher leaders help foster personalization and a 

sense of belonging regardless of remote or in-person learning. We must continue to challenge the status quo 

as we return this school year so we can be much further down our path to a future where students are 

challenged each day to create and innovate and build character in a safe and supportive environment. A 

future where students develop media and information literacy skills and are empowered to be the leaders of 

tomorrow. A future where integrity, respect, refinement, and effort are equally as important as anything 

learned in their core subjects. 

 

The Mountain Middle School Advantage 

As a small independent public charter school, Mountain Middle School is designed to pivot quickly and 

evolve to meet the demands of an ever-changing world. Our school can quickly transition into remote 

learning or full in-person learning as things change. Our school has leveraged the power of cutting edge 

technology with our 1 to 1 laptops providing computers to all students as we believe in practicing equity. 

Our staff has utilized the latest technology for a decade to supplement the joy of learning and teach 

students how to utilize technology for educational purposes. Our maker space technology leads our 

community in innovative ways to foster creativity and innovation. We have simplified the school day 

combining English and Social Studies into a Humanities concept to illustrate natural connections allowing our 

cohort model to craft engaging projects. Our mantra is no student should go home and say they are bored or 

not being challenged because our projects have no ceiling to what students can do to demonstrate their 

learning. Our accelerated math approach will remain a foundation to meet students where they are in their 

level of understanding and support them in small cohorts to achieve their mathematical potential. As a small 

school, we are able to address the social and emotional needs of our students in an environment that 

doesn’t tolerate bullying. We believe all students should feel safe and this is the key to the consistent 

creativity and willingness of our students to participate. At no time is a student allowed to be teased for an 

idea so they all feel safe to take academic risks. These key systems and structures will continue to serve as 

our foundation for success regardless of the current situation we face as a nation. We will continue to 

harness the power of technology and personalization to provide the best education for our students. We are 

built and designed to be agile in order to handle the challenges of the future. Our plan is to continue to 

provide learning without limits regardless of the situation ahead. 
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Mountain Middle School Return to School Success Criteria 

 

The COVID-19 disease continues to present grave health challenges for our communities and to our 

schools. We will follow the guidance of the Governor and medical officials with regard to the timeline and 

manner of how we move forward. The situation will be fluid for some time, so we will have to be flexible 

and design a plan that maximizes our ability to shift quickly between on-site learning and remote learning. 

The most likely scenario at this time is that classes will be held on-site with social distancing in small 

cohorts with remote learning offered to families who do not feel safe having their children back at school. 

 

The challenge for us (and all schools) is not just trying to educate students on-site with social 

distancing requirements; we must also come up with a solution that helps students succeed in a post- 

COVID-19 world. 

 

Our plan to reopen Mountain Middle School includes the following design parameters: 

1. Mountain Middle School developed a solution that works for students, teachers, and parents by 

soliciting feedback from key stakeholders. There are numerous proposals for how to return to 

school in the fall with social distancing. Most of them involve students physically attending on 

alternating days or during a morning or afternoon session. Our solution allows working parents with a 

way to leave their child at school every day. An every-other-day plan will work for some parents, but 

it will not work for the majority of our parents. 

2. Mountain Middle School’s plan provides parents with choices for either online learning or on-site 

instruction. There are a number of parents whose health risk factors are high and who do not want 

their child to attend school at this time. There are others who simply fear contracting the virus. We 

must accommodate those families and still provide a good education for their students. 

3. Mountain Middle School’s solution will maintain rigor and high-quality instruction. We are not just 

trying to solve a logistical problem. Our goal is to design a system in which our students can continue 

to demonstrate approximately 1.5 years of growth in a year. We believe that learning happens 

everywhere and anytime, learning is personalized and students own their learning, and learning is 

focused on how to critically think and problem solve.   

4. Mountain Middle School’s plan will allow for seamless transitions to either fully remote learning, 

onsite-learning, or continue our hybrid model.  As noted earlier, the situation is likely to remain 

fluid and unsettled for some time. We will start with a hybrid model of learning with social 

distancing and be prepared to transition quickly to fully remote teaching if necessary. We will have a 

plan that allows this to happen quickly and with very little learning loss. 

5. Mountain Middle School’s plan will help us reimagine education and advance a more progressive 

educational system for the future. Even after there is a vaccine and we are allowed to return to 

full, on-site learning without having to follow social distancing rules, schools will not look like they 

did just a few months ago. For example, our solution should further our “learn everywhere and 

anytime” principle and continue to allow students to take some courses remotely, either at school or 

at home. 

6. Mountain Middle School’s solution will address any inequalities inherent in the traditional 

education system. At a minimum, we must ensure our free-and-reduced lunch students have access 

to technology and Internet connectivity.  Our least proficient students also must have the most highly 

qualified teachers for both on-site and remote learning. 
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Summary of our Plan to Begin the 2020/21 School Year 

1. All families will need to register by August 12th for the model they prefer 

by clicking this registration link. We will then inform all families of the 

cohort they will be in (siblings will be placed in the same cohort. If we do 

not hear from you by the 12th your child will be placed in a blended 

learning cohort).  

2. Mountain Middle School will be utilizing a Hybrid Learning Model for all 

grades 4th-8th. The school year will start with all students working toward 

6-ft. social distancing requirements in classrooms while learning two days 

per week in smaller cohorts at school & at home doing remote learning the 

rest of the week. We will balance the cohorts once all students register for 

their choice. We will have a Tuesday/Thursday cohort and a 

Wednesday/Friday cohort with Remote Learning Mondays. Click here for 

the cohort calendar.(62% of our stakeholders requested this model) 

3. Remote Learning Model will be available for students to start the school 

year learning from home until the virus numbers go down- this model is 

available for students in all grades and students selecting this model will 

retain their seat at MMS. This is an entire quarter commitment. (13% of our 

stakeholders requested this model) 

4. With limited social distancing space available, MMS will offer space for 

students five days a week to complete their school work during their 

assigned remote learning days on a first come first serve basis. They will 

be required to stay with their cohort in one room for the day while under 

the supervision of a staff member. On remote learning days students will 

be able to schedule in advance: counseling sessions, time with our nurse 

for health needs, academic interventions, and time in our maker space to 

print and work on projects. (24% of our stakeholders requested this model) 

5. Masks will be mandatory for all students and staff while inside the 

building, including those under age 11. (the majority of our stakeholders 

requested this) 

6. All exhibitions and large events will be cancelled or done virtually until 

the virus numbers go down. (the majority of our stakeholders requested this) 

7. Catered lunches will be available for students to purchase starting the 3rd 

week of school. (the majority of our stakeholders requested this) 

8 

https://forms.gle/59VY6mALSdS2mhpRA
https://forms.gle/59VY6mALSdS2mhpRA
https://forms.gle/59VY6mALSdS2mhpRA
https://forms.gle/59VY6mALSdS2mhpRA
https://forms.gle/59VY6mALSdS2mhpRA
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WMhmB13mRo77RmvI7lDM3RXbZec6cqiGLFTk4WqcMDA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1WMhmB13mRo77RmvI7lDM3RXbZec6cqiGLFTk4WqcMDA/edit?usp=sharing


 

HEALTH & SAFETY GUIDELINES 

The health and safety of students, staff, and the community are our first priority. The safety, health, 

and hygiene protocols outlined throughout the Family Guide aligns with three Tiered Risk Mitigation 

Practices: 

 

Tier 1: Core principles, most effective at minimizing risk: 

● Hand Hygiene 

● Distancing  

● Face Covering 

● Vaccination 

 

Tier 2: To complement the effect of Tier 1: 

● Screening 

● Exclusion/Isolation 

● Cohort-Style Learning 

● Touch-free Surfaces 

 

Tier 3: To further enhance Tiers 1 & 2: 

● Enhanced Cleaning 

● Contact Tracing 

● Airflow/Ventilation 

● Communication  
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Mountain Middle School will evaluate the in-person model regularly to determine if a shift to a 

different educational environment is necessary to maximize these practices.  Increasing restrictions on 

schools or increasing flexibility are driven by the community response to overall public health orders which 

are designed to lower transmission rates.  Should our community see a spike in transmission, schools may 

face further restrictions on the models it will be permitted to follow.  Families are encouraged to do their 

part by honoring the public health orders issued in La Plata County. 

One of the most common symptoms of COVID-19 infection are a fever or chills, cough, shortness of 

breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore 

throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and diarrhea. Consequently, all staff and students will 

need to complete a self-certification process daily before entering a school building.  Staff and students who 

do not complete the process at home will need to complete it in person upon their arrival at a school 

building prior to entering the building. In addition, temperatures of staff and students will also be 

monitored during the school day. Students or staff with a temperature at or above 100.4° Fahrenheit (38° 

Celsius) will be sent home. If students or staff are ill, they must stay at home. Detailed criteria are at the 

end of this document. 

 

Face coverings will be required for all staff and all students while in the building during the day. 

Additionally, family members and visitors will not be permitted beyond the designated school building 

reception area which is our site manager’s front office. 

 

If a staff member or student presents COVID-19 symptoms, they will be relocated to an established, 

isolated room (not the health room, as this must be kept available) until they can safely leave the building. 

In this case, and with a confirmed case of COVID-19, our building leader will coordinate with SJBPH (SJBPH) 

to determine the correct course of action for individual schools on a case-by-case basis. SJBPH has indicated 

this may include ceasing in-person instruction for a period of time with a return to remote learning until the 

contagious period has passed. 
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SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT/ACTIVITIES  

Physical Distance (applies more strongly to middle settings) 

● MMS will allow for 6-foot spacing between-students.  Spacing reduces disease transmission risk 

and should be preferred.  

● Teachers and other adult staff will make the greatest effort to adhere to 6-foot distancing, as 

their risk and disease transmission potential is higher than students. 

● Teachers will create a seating chart and maintain children in assigned seats throughout the day 

as possible. 

● MMS will stagger arrival and pickup times will be used to reduce crowding in entrances and 

hallways. 

Class and Cohort Size 

● MMS class sizes will be no more than 15 students per cohort (grades 4-8).  *Cohorting guidance 

will vary with phase and grade level and determined by the square footage of the classroom. 

Cohorts will help reduce contact with others. 

● Cohorts will reduce the number of exposed students/staff from a confirmed COVID-19 case and 

will result in fewer students/staff required to quarantine. 

● Teachers will increase airflow in the classroom as much as possible. 

● Teachers will utilize our outdoor spaces as much as possible. 

● Student’s belongings will be separated from others' and individually labeled in cubbies.  

● Students should have their own set of supplies to minimize the sharing of high touch materials.  

● "Normal" classroom routines, such small groups or project work will be adjusted to ensure 

physical distancing between students.  

Minimize Transmission Risk 

● MMS will use physical barriers as appropriate to decrease respiratory droplet transmission. 

● MMS will refer symptomatic employees and students to a health care professional for evaluation 

and potential testing, as well as to the CDPHE Symptom Support tool. (Additional Guidance), and 

report to local public health agencies 3.Cases and Outbreaks in Child Care and Schools 
● MMS will identify a dedicated room or space to isolate symptomatic individuals until they can return 

home or to a health facility, cleaning and disinfecting appropriately between use. Locate isolation 

space apart from health office functions. 

● MMS will regularly clean and disinfect all high-touch surfaces and shared objects (Additional 

Guidance). 
● MMS will maximize ventilation and increase the circulation of outdoor air in classrooms with 

windows, referencing ASHRAE guidance (PDF). 
● MMS will keep hand sinks stocked with soap and encourage frequent hand washing. 

Coordinate with local public health 

● MMS will be prepared to provide information about students and staff who were in close contact 

with a confirmed COVID-19 case. covid@sjbpublichealth.org.  
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ENTERING THE BUILDING EACH MORNING 

● All students will line up outside their designated door and have their temperature checked before 

entering the building.  

● 4th &5th grade will enter through their homeroom door.  

● 6th grade will enter through the old main entrance (south-facing doors nearest 6th-grade classrooms) 

● 7th grade will enter through the main entrance near the front office.  

● 8th grade will enter through north-facing grey doors on 31st street.  

TRANSPORTATION (*according to 9-R’s guidelines) 

In accordance with the CDC and Durango School District 9-R guidelines, bus capacity will be reduced 

to comply with social distance guidelines. Bus service will not be available until after August 31st. Below are 

additional expectations for student riders: 

● All students will be required to wear face coverings when riding a bus regardless of age. 

● Bused students will be symptom screened via at home self-certification prior to boarding the bus.  Those 

who are not, will be screened upon arrival at school. 

● Students must sit one per seat on the school bus, with the exception of students sitting with a household 

member, starting from the second row of the school bus.  

● If students live in the same residence, those students will be required to sit together in the same seat to 

increase rider capacity. 

● Students will be assigned seating on the bus. 

● Students will not be allowed to change seats while riding on the bus. 

● Parents will be expected to take their child’s temperature before leaving the house and to keep an ill 

student at home. 

CLEANING PROCEDURES  

 

● To the extent possible, students and staff in grades 4-8 should limit the sharing of all supplies, devices, 

books, and learning aids.  When supplies cannot be single-use, they will be disinfected in between users. 

● Custodial practices will be focused on cleaning for health, to include an emphasis on disinfecting 

surfaces where bacteria or viruses are most likely to be transmitted.  

● MMS will consult with the SJBPH Department and the Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment to ensure appropriate and timely measures are taken to preserve the health and safety of 

our students, staff, and community.  

● Current best practices for cleaning and disinfecting 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html and 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/school/cleaning.htm 

CATERED LUNCH 

 

● MMS will limit unnecessary staff and visitors in food service areas. 

● Catered lunch will be provided after the first two weeks of school have been completed.   

● All tables will be sanitized between eating shifts. 

● MMS will grid off sections for common spaces and lunch areas to help students separate. 

● Lunch will be inside cohort classrooms or outside with a staggered grade-level rotation.   
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MASKS/Face Coverings/PPE 

● MMS staff and students will comply with applicable state and local orders, in addition to below. 

● MMS requires face coverings over the nose and mouth for all staff and students, including during 

in-person instruction. (Additional Guidance). 
● If needed, face coverings may be temporarily removed by teachers or transparent alternatives may 

temporarily be substituted when learning differences interfere with instruction. 

● If necessary, the mask may be removed for instruction by the teachers for the shortest duration 

possible. 

● Even when in a cohort, face coverings over the nose and mouth are required for all staff. 

● Adults are required to wear face coverings over the nose and mouth when they are with other 

adults and students.  

 

 

Health Screenings before coming to school 

● Employees and students will undergo home temperature and symptom screening or self-screening. 

● Employees and students will remain home if experiencing COVID-19 symptoms or if a family 

member or other close contact has been diagnosed with COVID-19 or is experiencing symptoms. 

● Employees and students unable to complete screening prior to arrival will undergo screening on 

site. Maximize privacy and minimize exposure to others during onsite screenings. 

● CDPHE algorithms available at https://covid19.colorado.gov/cases-and-outbreaks-child-care-schools  for 

health screenings. 

Hygiene/Safety 

● Employees and students will wash hands frequently for 20 seconds with soap and water. 

● Staff and students will be trained on specific health/safety protocols. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION  

 

OVERVIEW 

The Special Education Team is committed to providing free and appropriate educational 

opportunities for students with disabilities in alignment with public health guidelines. Collaboration with 

families has always been a necessary part of the special education process and continues to be during this 

time. To address the unique needs of students with disabilities, special education providers will continue 

the work with families to collaboratively identify services for each student that can be provided both 

directly and indirectly in a remote, blended and in-person learning model. Service plans may be adjusted as 

needed for the circumstances of the learning environment. 

 

KEY POINTS 

Educator Support and Paraeducator/Paraprofessional Support 

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, educators have been tasked to redefine how learning happens, 

and they have risen to the challenge with grace and innovation. To continue this momentum, the Special 

Education Team will carry on with creating avenues for learning and sharing new approaches as well as best 

practices. This will include professional learning sessions, online resources, and virtual collaboration 

platforms that support interventions to set the stage for future learning and growth. 

 

Child Study and Evaluation 

Mountain Middle School will continue to identify, locate, and evaluate students suspected of having a 

disability and needing special education and related services. At the same time, we will be mindful that 

students have been displaced from their typical learning environment when initiating the referral process. 

Some evaluation procedures can be completed in remote learning situations. Some evaluations require 

in-person contact with students or observations of students in school settings. Mountain Middle School will 

conduct evaluations remotely and in-person, while adhering to public health guidelines for the safety of 

students and staff. 

 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) Meetings 

Mountain Middle School is committed to providing families an opportunity to have meaningful 

participation in the special education process. Whether in-person or an alternative format, such as 

videoconferencing or by phone, special education teams will partner with families to determine the most 

practical format to conduct IEP meetings and arrange for an interpreter if necessary. 

 

Delivery of Special Education and Related Services 

Mountain Middle School will continue to ensure that students with disabilities receive a free 

appropriate public education (FAPE). They will be working to incorporate new health and safety precautions 

that must also be enacted while providing FAPE to students with disabilities. Because FAPE must now be 

provided consistent with the need to protect health and safety, there may be disruptions, delays, and/or 

changes in how services are provided. 

 

Even so, it is our priority to ensure that students with disabilities have equal access to the same 

opportunities as their non-disabled peers. IEPs will continue to be developed and implemented based upon 

each student’s unique needs and the learning environment chosen by the family. While families generally 

may choose between hybrid or remote learning, there are some students for whom remote learning will not 
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provide FAPE. 

 

If a family chooses remote or blended learning, an IEP meeting will be held to discuss the family’s 

choice and consider whether an evaluation is necessary. At the meeting, the team will discuss whether 

remote or blended learning is appropriate to meet the needs of the student based upon their unique 

circumstances and response to learning during the spring of 2020. The student’s IEP will be updated to 

reflect the plan for the 2020-21 school year. 

 

Progress Monitoring and Reporting 

Our Special education team will have in place consistent data collection and service log procedures 

for use across learning environments. Collecting data and tracking the provision of services will assist 

educators and families in determining the effectiveness of instruction provided, student performance on IEP 

goals/objectives, and assist IEP teams in making any necessary adjustments to instruction. Periodic reports 

on the progress the child is making toward meeting the annual goals will continue to be provided. 

 

Accommodations and Modifications 

Accommodations and modifications will be provided regardless of a student’s learning environment. 

General and special education teachers will continue to collaborate in determining the appropriateness and 

success of a student’s accommodations and/or modifications. The IEP team (general education teachers, 

special education, related services providers, and families) will work collaboratively to identify alternate 

solutions if it believes an accommodation and/or modification is not appropriate or successful in a particular 

setting. 

 

In addition, Mountain Middle School understands that some students with disabilities may not be able 

to wear a mask or face covering for medical, physical, or disability-related reasons. Those with trouble 

breathing, or those unable to remove a mask or face covering without assistance, should not wear a mask or 

face covering. In such cases, IEP teams will work together to determine an alternate accommodation. 

Similarly, we know that some students with disabilities are at high risk of medical complications or have 

medical conditions that may preclude in-person learning. For such students, IEP teams will meet to consider 

individual needs and, as appropriate, alternate placement options. 

 

Confidentiality and Student Privacy 

Special education and related service providers will use digital platforms approved by Mountain 

Middle School for secure access.  Families may provide consent to participate in teletherapy sessions with 

providers when remote services are required. Families or other household members may observe or 

otherwise participate in distance learning opportunities. As with an in-person observation in a classroom, 

educators may set ground rules regarding non-students’ presence during virtual instruction.  To the greatest 

extent possible we will utilize these digital platforms when students are in-person for learning to minimize 

the number of adult contacts. 

 

CDE: IEP Forms & Procedural Safeguards CDE: COVID-19 and Special Education 
CDE: COVID-19 and Preschool Special Education and Child Find Resources CDE: Providing Secondary Transition 
Services During COVID-19 
CDE: Facility Schools COVID-19 Update 
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GIFTED AND TALENTED  

 

Gifted Identification 

We will continue to accept GT identification referrals and will review them as per the Colorado Department 

of Education (CDE) guidelines, though we may not be able to make determinations until we have a complete body 

of evidence. The gathering of this body of evidence may be delayed. Universal Screening of all 6th graders and 

other testing scenarios may be delayed until further guidance is provided by CDE and alternative testing options 

are evaluated. 

 

Advanced Learning Plans (ALPs) 

Advanced Learning Plans will continue to be implemented with goal setting and progress monitoring for 

identified gifted learners. We will continue to support GT students, ALP goal setting and progress monitoring 

throughout the year. 

 

Gifted Programming 

GT will outline best practices for our staff to meet the needs of and foster growth for gifted and advanced 

students. We will continue to facilitate acceleration in math, challenge extensions in all projects and other 

differentiated instructional strategies. 

 

Social-Emotional Support 

Mountain Middle School will continue to offer resources and support best practices to meet the 

social-emotional needs of gifted learners, including those of Twice-Exceptional (2e) Learners, defined as those 

identified as Gifted and on either an IEP or 504. GT, Special Education, and Student Support Services will continue 

to work together to provide appropriate support to meet 2e students’ academic and social-emotional needs.  

 

Parent/Family Support 

Our GT coordinator will continue to offer GT Parent Meetings in person or remotely if necessary. Our GT 

coordinator is available to address specific family needs.  
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Return to in-person or virtual learning: MMS Learning Models 

On August 25, teachers will resume teaching students using hybrid and virtual learning 

instructional models. Students will be attending face to face classes twice a week, attend online classes 

three days a week.  This is new for all of us and we will continue to learn, grow, and refine over the coming 

weeks and months. Click here for the cohort academic calendar. 

 

Vocabulary 

Hybrid Blended Learning 

Instructional Model 

A combination of blended and remote learning. Where students attend school in person on 

assigned days and then use laptops and wifi to engage in learning from home. 

In-Person Learning  A student is assigned to either Cohort A or B and attends school according to the schedule. See 

bell schedule on page 26 and the master calendar on page 8. Also check mountainmiddlschool.org 

for updates.  

Remote Learning  When students are not on campus, they will attend online classes three days a week. Students will 

independently work from home using a computer (if needed, one will be provided by the school). 

Students will need to be self-directed learners on these virtual learning days, but will have 

support from their teachers. During this time, it is strongly suggested families set up a designated 

space for doing school work. Student attendance on these days is required. 

*MMS will provide support for students on remote learning days.  The Reeder room will be 

available for the 6-8th grade cohort and the Art room will be available for the 4-5th grade cohort. 

Remote Mondays  Each grade-level team will be available to support and extend learning. This is a required 

instructional day, and students are expected to complete all course work. Student attendance on 

these days is required. 

Asynchronous Learning   Is an approach where teachers and students are not online at the same time.  The teacher 

provides learning resources and tasks in the virtual classroom so that students access learning and 

tasks at a time that works for their family.  

Synchronous Learning   Is an approach where teachers and students are online at the same time with a set schedule.  The 

teacher provides learning resources and tasks through the virtual classroom during the set class 

time.  
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  Blended Learning  Remote Learning 

Elementary 

School & 

Middle 

School 

 

 

● Students will attend school two days per 

week in a classroom with 15 or less 

students and follow in-person 

requirements.  

 

● Students will remain in their two core 

classrooms with the same cohort of 

students throughout the week.  Digital 

Media and Art teachers will come to 

classrooms to teach.   

 

● Students will receive core instruction 

during this “in person” time and be 

provided structured learning activities and 

projects to engage with while at home on 

other days of the week to continue their 

learning. 

 

● Students will have a reduced number of 

classes each day (SIGS and Advisory are 

temporarily on hold).  

 

● Students will not have ready access to 

teachers on a regular basis when not at 

school due to their direct service to other 

students.   

 

● Teachers will be available on Mondays for 

pre-scheduled support.  

 

● The same staff may alternate during the 

day between two partner cohorts.   

 

● Parents/guardians who have children in 

multiple schools may request alignment of 

in-person instructional days between 

schools. 

 

● Mountain Strong classes will be part of the 

required remote curriculum on Mondays.  

 

● MMS will provide support for students on 

remote learning days.  The Reeder room 

will be available for the 6-8th grade 
cohort and the Art room will be available 
for the 4-5th grade cohort.  

● Students who choose this option will retain 

their seat at MMS.  When school can resume 

100%, remote students will still have their 

seat at MMS.  

 

● Students will have an assigned teacher who 

will facilitate their learning while at home in 

conjunction with family members.   

 

● Students will have regular contact with 

teachers either synchronously or 

asynchronously.   

 

● When needed, students may have the 

opportunity to attend individual or small 

group instruction to help address learning 

deficits, provide accelerated learning 

opportunities, or overcome struggles. 

 

● The school will support students with access 

to technology tools where needed.   

 

● Students without access to technology will be 

supported using other means available. 
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Hybrid Learning Platforms and Tools  

MMS teachers are using several digital platforms for Hybrid Learning; the table below is a summary of 

each. Please note that your child is assigned work and engaging with teachers and content through these 

platforms. IMPORTANT: Your child has a school Google account. This is how your child logs into the 

platforms below and receives information from his/her teacher. This is intended for academic use, 

please see the computer check out agreement for privacy details.  You may reference this link for 

grade-level platforms. 

Expectations 

Students and families are expected to follow our MMS expectations and our habits of heart and mind. 

While online, students are held to the same MMS standards. For almost all of us, this is the first time 

learning in a hybrid model and it may take a bit of time until we feel comfortable with how systems work. 

Let’s agree to all be flexible and do our best to follow these norms. 
 

Digital Platform   Description  

Google Apps for Education  Google Apps for Education Suite Google Apps for Education Suite is the primary productivity 

platform used at MMS. All students are provided with their own Google account that includes 

access to Google Calendar, Classroom, Drive, Docs, Sheets, Meets and Slides. Students do have 

access to Gmail.  

Zoom  This video conferencing platform is accessed through an invitation from a teacher or 

administrator. It allows for access to live meetings, classroom instruction, and dialogue. 

Please note we also have norms and expectations listed below. These norms ensure the safety 

and success of virtual learning.  

Teachers may hold video chat sessions with students to give live instruction, host discussions, 

and/or continue to build social-emotional connections with students. MMS has a schedule for 

these meetings on Virtual Fridays and your child’s teacher may announce the days/time for 

additional meetings and will share a link to join the session. Students cannot host sessions. 

 

Blackboard  This highly interactive platform is used by the mathematics department and is where students 

will access assignments, support videos, discussion boards, and assessments. They will be able 

to track assignment due dates and completions. Each student will be given his/her own 

username and password. 

Collaborate  This video conferencing platform is accessed through an invitation from a teacher or 

administrator. It is part of the Blackboard platform and will be used primarily by math 

teachers. It allows for access to live meetings, classroom instruction, and dialogue. 

Please follow the norms and expectations for video conferencing. 
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Hybrid Learning Resources Per Grade Level 

 

  Online Resources Utilized 

Synchronous or Asynchronous  

Books and Printed Materials Utilized (math workbooks 

etc.) 

4th Grade   

NewsELA, IXL, Iready, google classroom, Khan 

Novels for book clubs and 40 Book Challenge, reading and writing journals, Everyday Math 
5th Grade 

6th Grade  NewsELA, Quizlet, Kialo, Google 

Classroom, iReady, IXL, Prodigy, 

YouTube 

“The Giver”, Class notes, Open Up Math Work Books, 

Math composition books, writing journals and Science 

notebooks 

7th Grade  IXL, Prodigy, Open Up Resources 

Math, Explain Everything Online 

Whiteboard, YouTube, NewsELA, 

ShowMe 

Open Up Books, Math notebooks, Collection of Short 

Stories 

8th Grade  Yoteachapp, i-Ready, open up 

resources, Common Lit, google 

classroom, google hangouts, Youtube, 

Zoom, NewsELA, Flipgrid  

Chains, Math workbooks 

  

Art  Google Classroom, Google Hangouts, 

Zoom, Youtube, Canva, Pixlr, 

Artsonia, Google Arts & Culture, Aggio 

Online tutorials/resources, art supplies, creative found 

objects at home 

Digital Media  Google Classroom, Google Hangouts, 

Zoom, Youtube, Scratch, Online Apps 

for Image and Vector (Illustrator) 

Editing, Online Video Apps.  Online 

Infographics 

Online resources and Teacher created resources such as 

Screen Captures, Video tutorials et al. 

Special Education 

(middle school) 

Lexia, IXL, Google Classroom, iReady 

math, Open Up Resources math 

Six-minute fluency passages- pdf versions  

Special Education 

(elementary) 

Lexia Core 5 (reading); weekly video 

conferencing with student and parent 

for direct minutes; Google Classroom; 

IXL, iReady 

Engage NY worksheets; AimsWeb progress monitoring 

probes; 

MTNSTRONG  Google classroom, Common Lit, 

Newsela, Choices Mag, Youtube,  

Weekly Lesson / Activity 

Weekly Lesson Writing Prompt 

Weekly Journal Entry 

Weekly Self-Care Reflection 

 

Instructional Approach:  

Continue larger projects with digital portfolio final product. POL digital approach  

 

MMS Digital Resources: 

Lexia, Google Classroom, Google Calendar, Google Hangouts Meet, iReady, IXL, Open Up Resources Math, Adobe Suite 

and Newsela 
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COMMUNICATION 

During Hybrid Learning, MMS will continue to communicate regularly and post updates at: 

https://www.mountainmiddleschool.org/ and our principal and teacher leaders will continue to send 

bi-monthly newsletters. In addition, each grade-level team will have a virtual online calendar for parents 

and students to keep track of assignments. Please check these daily for new announcements or updates. 

In addition, you will receive email communication from your child’s teacher(s). Please watch for an email 

from your child’s teacher(s) explaining how assignments will be shared, how often students will meet, how to ask questions, 

and details about their class. 

If you want to contact a teacher directly, please email them using this format: 

firstname.lastname@mountainmiddleschool.org  

ATTENDANCE 

Daily attendance is required. Submitting attendance data is the responsibility of both parents and 

students. Attendance will be taken every school day either in person or virtually. We will update you on 

these procedures as they develop. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Please check google classroom regularly and review the course syllabus (6th-8th grade only) explaining 

how assignments will be shared, how often students will meet, how to ask questions, and details about 

their class. 

Teachers will track submission of assignments to ensure that students are engaged in their learning and to follow up with 

families when there are concerns. The best way to keep informed about assignments is through Infinite Campus. Parent login 

information is available through the front office: tami.hanson@mountainmiddleschool.org  
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How to get your questions answered? 

My question is about a class-related assignment or 

resource. 

Contact your child’s teacher: 

firstname.lastname@mountainmiddleschool.org 

Click here for staff directory 

My question is about a technology-related problem or 

issue (computer is not charging, working, broken or my 

mobile wifi unit is not working) 

Contact: eric.hillstrom@mountainmiddleschool.org  

My question is about logging into school accounts 

(Google account, Google Classroom, Infinite Campus) 

First, check with your child. Then the student can 

contact his/her teacher leader. 

4th: kimi.hanson@mountainmiddleschool.org 

5th: brooke.lamb@mountainmiddleschool.org  

6th: rob.rich@mountainmiddleschool.org 

7th: nancy.wickham@mountainmiddleschool.org 

8th: elizabeth.cartwright@mountainmiddleschool.org 

My question is about a content-specific digital learning 

issue (unable to log in a specific site such as IXL or 

i-Ready) 

Contact Jen Lokey  

jen.lokey@mountainmiddleschool.org  

You have a personal concern regarding your child.   Contact your child’s teacher leader: 

firstname.lastname@mountainmiddleschool.org 

Contact the school counselor or nurse: 

mike.madden@mountainmiddleschool.org 

julie.cifuni@mountainmiddleschool.org  

You have a general question or issue not addressed 

above.  

Contact the school office: 

tami.hanson@mountainmiddleschool.org  
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MMS Family Tips for Hybrid/Distance Learning 

 

8 Tips for Learning at Home:  Smith, S.J. (2020). Distance learning: 8 tips to help your child learn  
at home. Retrieved July 12, 2020.  

1. Create a learning space for your child. 

Does your child already have a special place to do homework? It’s important to set up a quiet, clutter-free 

area if your child is learning full-time from home. For example, you can convert the kitchen table into a 

learning station. Turn off the TV and remove all cups, salt and pepper, and other kitchen items when your 

child is doing schoolwork. When it’s time to eat, put away the school supplies and use it again as a kitchen 

table. Why is it important to clear away the clutter for learning time? Reducing clutter helps kids focus.

 

2. Make a schedule and stick to it  

We are creatures of habit. With no school bell to mark kids tardy, they might feel like sleeping in. With no 

set schedule, kids might never get around to schoolwork. Finding time for learning requires planning. Take a 

look at your family’s schedule and figure out the best times for learning. 

Here are a few questions to help you and your child come up with a schedule:

   

●  Does your child need a lot of help from you to get started? If so, think about when you, another adult, or 

responsible sibling is available to provide support. 

   

●  Are you building time into your child’s schedule for exercise? (See tip #5 below.) Going outside and taking 

brain breaks can help kids focus and get more done. 

  

●  Does your family have any contracts to help kids follow rules at home ? Agreeing on when to watch TV or 

play video games is important when kids are learning full-time at home. 

   

Once you decide when your child will learn, identify that time as school time and stick with it. 

   

3. Reduce distractions. 

   

Video games, computer games, social media, TV, toys, pets—our homes have lots of distractions. Make a list 

of the things that distract your child. Then, find ways to limit them during learning time. 

 For example, is the dog a big distraction? If so, can you put the dog in a separate room when your child is 

doing schoolwork? 

   

Are games or social media a big distraction? Try blocking them on your child’s device during instructional 

time. Another way to eliminate online temptations: After downloading an assignment, turn off the Wi-Fi 

and/or cellular service to help your child focus on the work. 

   

4. Use a calendar and color-code it. 
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It’s important to set up systems to help your child stay on top of school deadlines. This will help your child 

stay organized. Post a calendar and mark it with due dates. Help your child plan backwards from the due 

dates. Use visual organizers to break an assignment down into steps and the specific strategies needed to 

complete it. 

 You can also use color-coding for tasks. For example, use a red pen for reading and a blue pen for math. 

   

5. Get plenty of exercise. 

   

Exercise helps us think better. When we move and groove, our problem-solving, memory, and attention 

improve. Physical activity is a natural way to reduce stress and prevent anxiety. Experts say that when we 

move and get our heart rate up, it has a positive impact on how we think. 

 Look for family-friendly workouts you can do at home. Identify a time and place in your home for physical 

activity. The best time to exercise might be right before tackling schoolwork. It’s also good to take exercise 

breaks throughout the day.  

6. See which accessibility features help your child. 

Most phones, laptops, and other mobile devices have built-in assistive technology . For example, read aloud 

or text-to-speech can help struggling readers, and speech-to-text can help struggling writers. 

On YouTube, you can adjust the settings to slow down the playback speed if your child is having trouble 

understanding videos. You can also change the settings to show closed captions if it helps your child to read 

the text while listening to videos. 

See which features help your child access digital content and select the ones that fit your child’s needs and 

preferences.  

7. Reach out to your child’s teacher.  

If you’re not sure how to do an assignment, don’t just guess—reach out to confirm. Please refer to the 

Cohort Teacher Contact List for teacher contact information. In addition, teachers will be available for 

office hours in the afternoons from 1:30-2:00 to answer questions via email or possibly Zoom.  

8. Look for ways to remove learning barriers.  

If your child has learning challenges, it’s important for you to review the online and other learning material 

the school sends you. Keep in mind that it may not have been designed with your child’s needs in mind. 

Here are some questions to consider:  

 

●  What options are teachers offering to help struggling readers with written material? 

   

●  What options does your child have to demonstrate understanding? For example, if your child has trouble 

   

writing, ask the teacher if your child can send a video response. 

   

●  Is the teacher including support to help kids with things like getting organized, identifying the main idea, 

and taking notes? Work with your child’s teachers to identify and remove any barriers. Remember: If it’s a 

challenge for your child, it’s most likely a problem for other kids, too. 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 

How does my child find and accept my teacher’s invitation to a Zoom  Collaborate meeting? 

Zoom/Collaborate links will be available via Google Classroom or communicated through email from 

teachers. If families want to speak with teachers, they can email directly to connect outside of instructional 

time. Please use the MMS Contact List to find teacher information. Please check our Norms and Expectations 

for other ways to support learning in this new format.  

How will the school share learning experiences with families?  All teachers will use Google Classroom 

with predictable weekly patterns for instruction, assignments, and office hours for check ins. Our teachers 

and administrators will send weekly newsletters and respond to all emails from learners and parents as soon 

as possible and we are prioritizing being responsive to our community through our website, broadcasts, mail, 

social media, and through teachers. 

   

How will I know that my child is staying on track with their learning?  There are many ways in which 

MMS teachers will be involved in monitoring the progress of students and sharing this information with 

families. In addition to Infinite Campus, your child’s teacher will still be providing feedback through our 

various digital platforms and will follow up with families where there are concerns. 

What if my child has an IEP or receives Special Education services?  Special Education staff will be in 

regular contact with the students/families they serve and they will continue to support the individual needs 

of the students on their caseloads to ensure access to the general education curriculum. In addition, staff 

will support students in working towards IEP goals and objectives, as much as possible, during Hybrid 

Learning. If you have specific questions please contact your child’s case coordinator. 

anna.layden@mountainmiddleschool.org  or amee.austin@mountainmiddleschool.org  

What if my child is receiving English Learner Support?  Instruction and support for English Learners will 

continue during distance learning. Our English Learner teachers will be routinely available to support the 

individual learning and social emotional needs of our English learners. In addition, our English Learner staff 

will focus on supporting classroom instruction and making core content accessible. If you have specific 

questions regarding English Learner support, please contact Ms.Anna: 

anna.layden@mountainmiddleschool.org 

What are the expectations for teaching standards?   Teachers have identified the most critical Colorado 

Content Standards. Transition to hybrid learning includes a focus on those standards and as well as a focus 

on supplemental standards and skills.  Along with an emphasis on PBL to meet the content standards   

How will grades work?  For the 2020-2021 school year, assignments will be graded weekly and entered into 

Infinite Campus.  Students will be engaging in assignments that will lead them to a final project, with a 

focus on the Colorado Content Standards.  All grades will be standards-based. Parents and guardians will 

have access to Infinite Campus where information on assignments and grades is posted. 
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Sample Blended Learning Bell Schedules 

 

6th-8th Grade Sample Bell Schedule Tuesday - Friday 

  

 6A-1, 6B-1 6A-2, 6B-2 7A-1, 7B-1 7A-2, 7B-2 8A-1, 8B-1 8A-2, 8B-2  

8:00-8:30 staggered start & wellness checks 30min 

8:35-9:45 Art Dig. Media Science ELA Science ELA 70 min 

9:50-11:00 Math ELA Math Humanities Math Humanities 70 min 

11:05-12:15 Science Humanities ELA Science Art Dig. Media 70 min 

12:15-12:30 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 15 min 

12:30-12:50 Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess Recess 20 min 

12:55-2:05 ELA Math Humanities Math ELA Math 70 min 

2:10-3:20 Humanities Science Art Dig. Media Humanities Science 70 min 

 

4th/5th Sample Bell Schedule Tuesday - Friday 

 4th 5th  

8:00-8:30 Staggered Start All Students 

8:30 - 9:50 ELA Math 80 min 

9:50-10:50 Dig. Media Art 60min 

10:50-12:10 Math ELA 80min 

12:10-12:30 Recess Recess 20min. 

12:30-12:40 Stop! Sanitize! 10 min. 

12:40-1:00 Lunch Lunch 20min. 

1:00-1:10 Stop! Sanitize! 10min 

1:10-2:05 Humanities/Science Humanities/Science 55 min. 

2:05-2:25 Recess Recess 20min 

2:25-3:00 Humanities/Science Humanities/Science 40min 

3:05 - 3:15 Staggered Release All Students 
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CDPHE Guidelines Responding to COVID-19 cases and outbreaks in schools 

Because we expect the CDPHE guidance to be updated frequently, we suggest including the following link to provide 

easy access to the most current CDPHE guidance https://covid19.colorado.gov/cases-and-outbreaks-child-care-schools. 

Single cases  Response 

One student with 

confirmed COVID-19 

within a school  

● Student stays home until released from isolation (usually 10 

days after symptom onset, 24+ hours fever-free, and improving 

symptoms).  

● Class/cohort stays home for a 14-day quarantine dating from 

the last day that the child with confirmed COVID-19 attended 

class), after using the “What about the class?” tool to 

determine if classmates or cohort members or close contacts of 

a sick person need to stay home. 

● If school is not practicing cohorting or there is some mixing of 

cohorts, work with public health staff to identify close contacts 

(including providing class schedules and class rosters). Contacts 

should stay at home until released from quarantine. 

○ Anticipate grade-wide or school-wide dismissal for 

several days while identification and notification of close 

contacts is ongoing. 

● Public health experts recommend testing of close contacts (~7 

days after exposure, or earlier if contact develops symptoms).  

○ Cost and logistics of testing is the responsibility of the 

individual, parent, or caregiver. CDPHE lab can analyze 

samples on a case-by-case basis. Local public health 

should work with state public health epidemiology 

teams. Assess feasibility with local public health. 
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One student with 

COVID-like symptoms 

within a school. 

● The student, teachers, or staff should stay home according to 

the “Can I go to school today?” checklist for parents and staff.  
● The student, teacher, or staff should only return to school after 

following the Return to school/work tool to determine how long 

a person needs to stay home after staying home or going home 

sick. 

●   

○   

Follow the “What about the class?” tool to determine if 

classmates/cohort members/close contacts of a sick 

person need to stay home. 

○ The student, teacher, or staff should follow the 

“Child/teacher/staff feels or appears sick after arriving 

at school” tool to determine who needs to be sent home 

if they begin feeling sick while at school.  

One teacher/ staff 

member with confirmed 

COVID-19  

● Teacher/staff stays home until released from isolation (usually 

10 days after symptom onset, 24+ hours fever-free, and 

improving symptoms).  

● Class/cohort stays home for a 14-day quarantine, after using 

the “What about the class?” tool to determine if classmates or 

cohort members or close contacts of a sick person need to stay 

home. 

● Public health recommends testing close contacts (about 7 days 

after exposure or earlier if contact develops symptoms).  

○ Cost and logistics of testing is the responsibility of the 

individual, parent, or caregiver. The state public health 

lab can test on a case-by-case basis. Local public health 

should work with state public health epidemiology 

teams.   
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One teacher/staff 

member with 

COVID-19-like 

symptoms. 

● Teacher/staff stays home according to the “Child/teacher/ 

staff feels or appears sick after arriving at school” tool to 

determine who needs to be sent home from school. 

● Follow the “What about the class?” tool to determine if 

classmates/cohort members/close contacts of a sick person 

need to stay home. 

  

 

Confirmed outbreak 

Single cases  Response 

Two or more people  from 

separate households with 

confirmed COVID-19, with 

onset within 14 days in a 

single classroom or cohort 

(classroom/cohort 

outbreak) 

● All students, teachers, and staff with COVID-19 stay home 

until released from isolation (usually 10 days after symptom 

onset, 24+ hours fever-free, and improving symptoms).  

● Class/cohort must quarantine for 14 days. 

● Public health experts recommend testing close contacts 

(about 7 days after exposure or earlier if contact develops 

symptoms).  

○ Cost and logistics of testing is the responsibility of the 

individual, parent, or caregiver. The state public 

health lab can test on a case-by-case basis.  Local 

public health should work with state public health 

epidemiology teams. Assess feasibility with local 

public health.  

● If outbreak and exposures are limited to one classroom or 

cohort, school closure may not be necessary. 

● Consider a school-wide testing event. 
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Three or more outbreak 

classrooms/cohorts. 

(school outbreak) 

● All students, teachers, and staff with COVID-19 stay home 

until released from isolation (usually 10 days after symptom 

onset, 24+ hours fever-free, and improving symptoms).  

● Class/cohort stays home for a 14-day quarantine, after using 

the “What about the class?” tool to determine if classmates 

or cohort members or close contacts of a sick person need to 

stay home. 

● Public health experts recommend testing of close contacts 

(about 7 days after exposure or earlier if contact develops 

symptoms).  

● Consider school closure, especially if evidence of 

transmission between classrooms/cohorts within the school 

(as opposed to two distinct classroom outbreaks both 

starting with known household exposures). See information 

below on school closure. 

● Consider a school-wide testing event. 

 

In schools not cohorting, 

two or more people, from 

separate households, with 

confirmed COVID-19with 

onset within 14 days in the 

same school (school 

outbreak) 

● All students, teachers, and staff with COVID-19 stay home 

until released from isolation (usually 10 days after symptom 

onset, 24+ hours fever-free, and improving symptoms).  

● Work with public health staff to identify contacts. All 

contacts must quarantine for 14 days. 

● Public health experts recommend testing of close contacts 

(about 7 days after exposure or earlier if contact develops 

symptoms).  

● Consider a school-wide testing event. 

● Consider school closure if teachers/staff staying home 

interferes with the ability of the school to operate. 
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5% or more students/staff 

have confirmed COVID-19 

within a 14-day period 

(school outbreak) 

● All students, teachers, and staff with COVID-19 stay home 

until released from isolation (usually 10 days after symptom 

onset, 24+ hours fever-free, and improving symptoms).  

● Work with public health staff to identify contacts. All 

contacts (students, teachers, and staff) must quarantine for 

14 days. 

● Public health experts recommend testing close contacts 

(about 7 days after exposure or earlier if contact develops 

symptoms).  

● Recommend school closure for 14 days.  

● Consider a school-wide testing event. 

Two or more teachers/staff 

with confirmed COVID-19 

are are close contacts 

within the school setting 

(school staff outbreak) 

● Teachers, staff with COVID-19 stay home until released from 

isolation (usually 10 days after symptom onset, 24+ hours 

fever-free, and improving symptoms).  

● Public health investigation to determine close contacts 

among teachers, staff, and students. 

● Class/cohort and close contacts stay home for a 14-day 

quarantine, after using the “What about the class?” tool to 

determine if classmates, cohort members, or close contacts 

of a sick person need to stay home. 

● Public health experts recommend testing close contacts 

(about 7 days after exposure or earlier if contact develops 

symptoms).  

● Consider school closure if the number of teachers/ staff 

staying home interferes with the school’s ability to operate.  

● Consider a school-wide testing event.  
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Suspected outbreak 

Single cases  Response 

One person with 

confirmed COVID-19 and 

one or more people with 

probable COVID-19,from 

multiple households with 

onset within 14 days in a 

single classroom or 

cohort. 

(classroom/cohort 

suspect outbreak) 

● All students, teachers, and staff with COVID-19 stay home until 

released from isolation (usually 10 days after symptom onset, 

24+ hours fever-free, and improving symptoms).  

● Entire classroom/cohort, including teachers/staff, must be 

quarantined for 14 days. 

● Public health investigation to determine if this meets the 

definition for a confirmed outbreak. 

● Public health experts recommend testing close contacts (about 

7 days after exposure or earlier if contact develops symptoms).  

 

Individuals with 

confirmed COVID-19 in 

multiple classrooms (not 

meeting overall school 

outbreak threshold) 

● All students, teachers, and staff with COVID-19 stay home until 

released from isolation (usually 10 days after symptom onset, 

24+ hours fever-free, and improving symptoms).  

● Public health investigation to determine close contacts among 

staff and students.  

● All close contacts must quarantine for 14 days. 

● Consider holding a mass testing event in coordination with 

local public health. 

● Consider school closure if the number of teachers/staff staying 

home interferes with the school’s ability to operate.  

 

Suspected Outbreak: 10% 

absenteeism  (among 

expected in-person 

students/staff)  for any 

reason (suspect 

outbreak) 

● School collaborates with public health to determine whether 

there is an outbreak of COVID-19 or another pathogen.  

● Encourage testing of all symptomatic students, teachers, and 

staff.  

○ Cost and logistics of testing is the responsibility of the 

individual, parent, or caregiver. The state public health 

lab can test on a case-by-case basis. Local public health 

should work with state public health epidemiology 

teams. Assess feasibility with local public health. 
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Considerations for Siblings 

The siblings of people with COVID-19 will likely be considered close contacts because they often 

live in the same house as the person who has COVID-19. They will stay home for a 14-day 

quarantine. Public health may recommend siblings get tested for COVID-19 about 7 days after they 

were in contact with their sick sibling.  

The siblings of people who are home for quarantine because they were exposed to COVID-19 do not 

need to stay home or be tested unless the sibling in quarantine develops symptoms or tests positive 

for COVID-19. Parents should closely monitor all of their children for symptoms. 

  

Considerations for COVID-19 testing in schools  

It is important that people who are sick get tested for COVID-19. People who are not sick, but were 

a close contact of someone with COVID-19 should get tested for COVID-19 about 7 days after they 

were in contact with a sick person. Students, teachers, and staff should work with their health care 

provider to get tested. Public health can help with testing if a person does not have a health care 

provider.  

Testing everyone in a school (either before school starts or during school) is not recommended at 

this time. Physical distancing and wearing masks are more important ways to prevent COVID-19. A 

negative test means that the person did not have COVID-19 detected when they were tested. A 

negative test does not mean they are “safe” or “cleared” to be at school.  

Criteria for closure 

School closure: 

A school should be closed when: 

School closure: A school should be closed when: 

● Five or more classroom/cohort outbreaks (defined above) occur within a 14-day period. 

Length of closure: 14 days.  

     OR 

● 5% or more unrelated students/teachers/staff have confirmed COVID-19 within a 14-day 

period [minimum of 10 unrelated students/staff]. Length of closure: 14 days. 

     OR 

● Additional time is needed to clean the school before students/teachers/staff return. Length 

of closure: time necessary to complete cleaning.  

     OR 
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● Additional time is needed to gather student/teachers/staff illness data and confer with 

public health. Length of closure: time necessary to gather student/teachers/staff illness 

data and confer with public health.  

     OR 

● A school cannot operate because a large number of students/teachers/staff are absent. 

“Large number” is determined by the school/district. Length of closure is determined by the 

school/district. 

Considerations for concurrent respiratory infections 

Note: All sections are subject to change including this section. This section is subject to change 

due to further discussion with subject matter experts and local public health agencies. 

● Prevent respiratory disease:  

○ Recommend annual flu vaccine  - consider hosting school vaccination clinics. 

○ Stay home when sick. 

■ If symptoms are consistent with COVID-19, send the student/teachers/staff 

home to isolate. 

○ Teach and practice respiratory etiquette -- covering coughs and sneezes properly, 

wash hands, properly dispose of tissues. 

○ Teach and practice proper handwashing. Provide adequate hand-washing supplies. 

Schedule times for hand-washing during the school day. 

○ Practice surface cleaning, especially for things that are touched a lot (e.g., door 

knobs, light switches, desks etc.) and other surfaces. 

■ Clean between each group of students. 

■ Use EPA-approved cleaning sources 

(www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2

-covid-19)  and follow the label instructions. 

○ Educate parents, teachers, staff, and students on what to do if someone is sick, 

including: 

■ Identifying symptoms and high-risk groups. 

■ Separating students in the event of illness occurring at school.  

■ Knowing when to see a doctor and where to seek treatment.   

 

Colorado Department of Education Reopening Guidance. 

Note: In lieu of closure, Mountain Middle School will pivot to remote learning.   
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